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lation to the demands of geology it is hard to
guess; but I think it is time to plead with those
friends of the Bible whose ingenious speculations
turn out to be well-adapted implements of attack,
which infidelity knows well how to use. Should
these concessions be made, how does the Bible
" provide us with a revelation of moral and spirit-
ual truth for the purpose of salvation/' when the
Old Testament can be brought in collision with
the New, and a chilling suspicion thrown over the
whole ? With a firm belief in their good inten-
tions, like that of Uzzah in steadying the ark, I
think our Christian geologists have made a sad
mistake; and to relieve the minds of many dis-
tressed by their volumes, I wish to show that the
theoretical geology which they advocate, is a very
different thing from practical geology, which is in
harmony with Revealed Truth.

Infidels are fond of repeating their favorite
maxim above referred to. " No man is responsi-
ble for his belief." This, however, is utterly un-
true, because man has a moral nature which does
not operate by brutal instinct nor by mechanical
laws.

i. All men are unquestionably responsible for
their conduct. Were it not so, the restraints of
law would be unjust and oppressive. Where no
penalty can be exacted, no law can exist, the very
idea of which grows out of the fact that a moral
nature implies moral responsibility, which in turn
implies moral law. If responsibility for his con-
duct did not rest upon every individual compos-
ing it, civil society could not exist, because might